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Dates for your diary
Wed 22nd May
11:30am

Beef Club Meeting
See below for details

7th June
11:15am-2pm

Medicines Course
Ring office to book.
Includes lunch. £65.

2nd July

Sheep Meeting
See below for details

July, dates TBC

Dairyland Foot
Trimming Course
Contact Steve or the office
if you are interested.

We hope you all had a good Easter and have made the most of
the early warm weather! By the time you read this we should
have moved in to our new premises at Hurleston . We’re
looking forward to welcoming you there in person whenever
you next pop in, but we thought we’d give you a sneak peak
of how some of it looks on the back page…
For those of you who find Market Drayton more convenient
for picking up any necessary medicines, that option is still
available – though please order them the day before,
particularly if you have a sizeable order, to ensure we give
the staff there enough time to put it up for you.
Read on for an article about dealing with down cows, some
causes of which are particularly common around this time of
year.

BEEF CLUB MEETING
PNEUMONIA - How can I control it on my farm?
 Why do I get pneumonia?
 What can I do about it?
 How can I improve my housing?

DATE: Wednesday 22nd May
TIME: 11.30am
VENUE: Nantwich Farm Vets, Hurleston, Nantwich, CW5
6BU
COST: Included in your Beef Club Membership (below)
COOKED LUNCH PROVIDED
To book your place speak to Joe Mitchell (07773342345) or Jake
Lawson (07788210198) or book in the office.

Beef Club membership is £25 per quarter and includes a
quarterly meeting (with food), your annual antibiotic report
(normally £50 and required by Red Tractor) as well as
discounts on other services.

SHEEP FARMER MEETING
VACCINES – WHAT, WHEN & WHY
 Still confused about the Heptavac-P schedule?
 Unsure which vaccines are appropriate for your
flock?
 Concerns over cost-benefit?

If you have ANY queries regarding
vaccinations in sheep then come to our
meeting!
DATE: 2nd July 2019
TIME: 2PM
VENUE: Nantwich Farm Vets, Chester Road,
Hurleston, CW5 6BU

COST: £30
REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED
To book your place, ring the office
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Dealing with
‘downers’
Amy Cox looks at potential causes and
management of these frustrating cases
These patients can be most
frustrating for all involved. They
are time and labour consuming,
and can have a serious impact on
the future productivity of the cow,
if she survives. This article aims to
discuss common causes of down
cows, how to avoid them as best we
can, and some ideas for managing
them.
Some terminology to start with:
‘recumbency’ is simply the state of
lying down
‘down cows’ are those that are
recumbent and unable to stand,
with a number of possible causes.

To the right is a table of possible
causes of “down” cows, along with
questions you should be asking and
addressing if you have down cows in
these categories.
Management of down cows
It can be difficult to examine a down
cow properly. Primary checks could
include looking for evidence of
movement or trying to stand, any
obvious signs of swelling or injury,
and checking udder for any signs of
mastitis. How recently an animal
has calved is obviously an important
factor.

‘downer cows’ are animals which
have been down for more than 24h

Conditions

‘downer cow syndrome’ is the
secondary muscle/nerve damage
after being down for a prolonged
period.

Toxic

A number of factors related to the
state of recumbency may affect
whether a cow becomes a
“downer”. These include:






length of time the animal is down
position of recumbency
type of surface she is lying on
bodyweight of cow
ability to move and shift her
bodyweight around different legs
to avoid compression and muscle
damage

For example, a cow that has been
down on bare concrete for any
more than a few hours is less likely
to rise; as is a cow left with her
hindlimbs extended behind her.

The main difficulty with down
cows is how to decide their future.
Some “feisty” cows with all the will
in the world will never be
physically able to stand and
weight-bear, whereas others, given
substantial tender loving care, may
surprise you. The extent to which
staff are prepared to nurse the
patient has a major influence on
prognosis in certain circumstances.
Cows for which the prognosis is
hopeless
(ie.
fractures
and
dislocations) should be humanely
euthanised immediately.

Possible Causes

Management areas to address

Mastitis
Metritis
Peritonitis

Is the dry cow and calving cow
environment suitably clean?
What is the protocol for drying off
cows?
What is dry period mineral
balance and nutrition?

Metabolic

Hypocalcaemia (milk fever)
Hypophosphataemia (linked with milk
fever)
Hypomagnesaemia (staggers)
Fatty Liver

Musculoskeletal

Fractures
Dislocations
Muscle rupture eg. hindlimb adductor
muscles from doing “the splits”

What are the walking and loading
surfaces like?
Are the cubicles fit for purpose?

Nerve
damage

Crushed tail head
Spinal cord damage
Brain damage
Nerve damage in the leg
Pelvic nerve damage eg. following calf
stuck at the hips

Is bull selection appropriate?
Are cows in correction body
condition?

Generalised
weakness

Liver fluke
Johne’s disease
Starvation
Haemorrhage
Exhaustion

Abdominal
disease

Bloat
Torsion/ rupture of the gut
Severe acidosis

Table 1: Conditions and causes associated with down cows

2

www.nantwichvetgroup.co.uk
Treatment and management of
cows for which there is hope of
recovery aims to limit the effects
of downer cow syndrome until
she is back on her feet, whilst
starting therapy for the main
cause where possible.
This
includes careful and conscientious
nursing care to ensure the welfare
of the patient. This should be in a
clean comfortable environment
with easy access to feed and
water. Down cows should never
be left uncomfortable on poor
surfaces without water or food.

Down cows should be nursed in a clean environment
with food and water

Down cows should be turned at
least every 3 hours to alternate
the weight-bearing hindlimb.
Cows that are recumbent for more
than 12 hours should be milked
twice daily for comfort and to
reduce the chance of mastitis.
Cows that are not drinking or
eating should be stomach pumped
twice per day with water and
supplements where necessary.

Down cows should never be left
uncomfortable on poor surfaces
without water or food
The patient should be encouraged
to stand regularly and her legs
should be massaged and worked
vigorously to assist muscle
perfusion and blood flow. Ideal
surfaces to aid standing would be
pasture or a deep bed. Remember
if she is put outside she will need
shelter from adverse weather
conditions.
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Trade name

Active
ingredient

Dose

Duration
of action

Milk
withdrawal

Meat
withdrawal

Ketofen 10%

Ketoprofen

1ml / 33kg
im/iv

~ 24h

0h

4d im / 1d iv

Metacam

Meloxicam

1ml / 40kg
sc/iv

~ 48-72h

5d

15d

Table 2: Anti-inflammatory treatment options

Options for lifting cows include:






Tail lift
Nets, slings, cradles, harnesses
Hoists
(Inflatable bags)
(Flotation tank)

Different methods will be suited
to different patients on different
farms. Most commonly we see the
Bagshaw hoists used. These are
metal clamps fitted and tightened
over the pelvis where lifting
machinery is then attached to
hoist the cow to her feet. These
hoists must be sufficiently tight to
avoid slipping off and causing
further injury, but not too tight to
cause unnecessary discomfort.
Training for their correct use is
advisable.
Anti-inflammatory
treatments
you may turn to depending on the
diagnosis for the recumbency are
displayed in the table above. Pain
relief where appropriate will
improve the cow’s demeanour
and may improve her “fight” to
live. Equally as important, we
have a welfare obligation to keep
animals free from pain.
As you can see, Ketofen 10% is a
particularly useful pain relief
option because it only has a 24h
meat withdrawal when given in
the vein. This enables us to
provide pain relief but the animal
can still go for casualty slaughter
and into the food chain, where
appropriate, if we later realise any
acute injury is terminal. These
drugs should be used with caution
in dehydrated animals; please

There’s more than one way to lift a cow…

seek advice from one of us if
needed.
Down cows should be re-assessed
regularly
with
veterinary
intervention where appropriate in
order to assess progress and
welfare. It is useful to have a plan
of action eg. if the cow has not
stood by day x then she will be
euthanized.
As with any disease condition,
prevention is better than attempts
at cure, so it is necessary to
address any possible management
causes, whether environmental,
nutritional
or
otherwise,
especially following repeated
incidents.
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A peak at
our new
premises
Our main entrance at the left
side of the building (left) will
take you up the stairs, and on
through to our spacious
reception and dispensary area
(below).

In case you don’t know where we are…
(above)
Desks galore in the working hub of our
spacious office (right), with dedicated areas
for our TB team, visiting students and each
vet.
Vets Mobile Numbers
Dave Shaw
Rob George
John Manson
John Yarwood
Stuart Russell
Peter Duncalfe
Laura Donovan

07836 335185
07773 384450
07813 690860
07814 791109
07770 448179
07717 780604
07800 647608

Steven Crowe
Mike Wilkinson
Jake Lawson
Amy Cox
Sarah Williamson
Joe Mitchell
Lewis Hodgson

Vet Tech Services
07891 843694
07866 257014
07891 843573
07966 833870
07812 173942
07773 342345
07972463365

Laura Tomlinson 07889794981
Rachel Shelley
07881385014

@NantwichFarmVet
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