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Let the festivities begin!  Okay, Christmas is still a few weeks off, 
but Mariah Carey and Band Aid are back on the wireless, lights 
have been switched on and, most importantly, our annual Client 
Christmas Party is coming up!  We look forward to seeing you and 
your farm team at Worleston Village Hall, Friday 7th December, 
7:30pm – food and drink provided as always! 

This month we continue our focus on calves and youngstock as 
Sarah looks at the importance of clean calf feeding equipment and 
the risks of worm-related disease this winter.  There’s also a 
reminder of what our Vet Tech and (free) TB Advisory services have 
to offer. But before you read on, all of us at NFV wish you  

4th  December 
11am – 2pm 

BVD Stamp It Out Meeting                                    
Final one of this series, but 
look out for more in 2019 if 
you haven’t signed up yet. 
 
 

7th December, 
7:30pm 
 

Client Christmas Party 
Worleston Village Hall 
 

  
  
 

A big thank you to everyone who has attended our series of Stamp It Out BVD meetings over 
the past few weeks. On writing this, we have 76 farms signed up for the funding for further 
BVD testing and investigation, which is fantastic. It shows not only the drive within the 
industry to control BVD but also that there is (finally) a generous pot of money available to 
help!  
 

If you have been to a meeting already please book your free vet visit for your check testing as soon as you can.  For those that 
haven’t had a chance to get to a meeting yet, don’t worry, as there will be another series of meetings running next year. 
Thanks again for all your efforts so far and good luck with the testing! 
 

A word of warning about PI screening - More and more of our clients are bulk milk BVD PCR testing on a quarterly basis to 
screen for the presence of PIs in the herd, which is exactly what we would like everyone to be doing! It is now a requirement 
for Tesco, Co-op and other milk contracts. Be aware that if you are vaccinating with Bovela (a live vaccine) you can get a false 
positive result on the milk test for up to 3 weeks after the vaccination. Please double check the timings to avoid any 
unnecessary worry!    
  
 
 

BVD Stamp It Out Scheme update 

 

a very Merry Christmas, 

and a Happy New Year! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiC2NTpkvXeAhVROMAKHXWNAWsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2850463/Now-s-Christmas-Jersey-Gloria-cow-models-festive-knitted-sweater-help-fight-poverty-Africa.html&psig=AOvVaw1dxHpIXkhV_4Vx9MAUPyCA&ust=1543427784473776
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwijnYbt3_7eAhUCQBoKHb41CCYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.vectorstock.com/royalty-free-vector/christmas-background-vector-644819&psig=AOvVaw2vyPDXsjLMHB4Ef7ysNrtI&ust=1543757548876567
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Cleaning calf and heifer feeding 

equipment is a vital part of 

every rearing unit. Without 

correct cleaning and sanitation 

of equipment, disease can 

spread rapidly. 

One of my pet hates is finding 

milk buckets, oesophageal 

feeders, calf teats etc being 

washed and dried badly. A 

greasy biofilm layer forms on 

dirty or poorly cleaned 

equipment, which then provides 

a potential growth medium for 

bacteria, and could be one of the 

key factors associated with poor 

calf health on farm.  Basic 

cleaning principles can help calf 

health in the long term, where 

minor changes can have major 

results! 

Here is your feeding equipment 

washing checklist: 

1. COLD RINSE 

Use cold/ lukewarm water to 

rinse off the bulk of dirt and 

milk residue. DO NOT rinse with 

hot water. High temperatures 

alter the milk proteins, causing 

them to stick to the bucket 

surface.  Any remaining organic 

compounds (dirt and milk) then 

reduce the bacteria-killing 

power of chloride in the wash 

water.  

2. HOT WASH 

Use hot (>50°C) water. Add 

soap and bleach or a dry 

chlorinated detergent. Brush all 

surfaces thoroughly. 

Milk residues will contain milk 

fats, proteins and sugars, which 

are all sources of food for 

bacteria. Scrubbing will remove 

the majority of remaining milk 

residue, which will then 

suspend in hot wash water. 

Keep water above 50°C at all 

times. If wash water falls below 

this, the suspended milk 

remnants will re-stick to 

container surfaces. 

Manually wash bottle nipples 

rather than washing in a 

dishwasher. Cracked nipples 

can harbour bacteria, so keep 

an eye on their condition. 

 

 

 

3.  WARM RINSE IN ACID  

Even with the best rinsing and 

washing, a small amount of milk 

solids will remain on the 

container, which means that 

bacteria will also be present. 

Use warm water to rinse, with 

acid added to lower the surface 

pH. Most bacteria grow poorly 

in acidic conditions. Use acid at 

a similar rate to a bulk tank 

cleaning cycle. 

Do not rinse off the acid 

solution. Leave it on before 

drying. 

 

4. DRY  

Bacteria require moisture to 

grow, so allow the bottles and 

buckets to dry completely. Do 

not stack buckets on top of each 

other and do not stand buckets 

upside down on concrete floors. 

A drying rack of some sort is the 

ideal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drying methods can be very simple and 

inexpensive. Just make sure they are off 

concrete! 

A clean  
bucket list 

Sarah Williamson explains the 
necessity of a good cleaning routine 
for calf-feeding equipment  

  

Without correct cleaning of 
equipment, disease can spread 

rapidly. 

http://irishfarmerette.com/2013/02/22/compact-calving-and-calf-feeding/
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The weather has changed! Many 

have brought in youngstock 

from grazing already, others are 

thinking about it. But, have you 

thought about worming? 

Controlling worms in cattle is 

essential for animal health and 

productivity. Housing is an 

excellent opportunity to 

establish a worming program 

and clear out any looming 

infection without the risk of 

animals becoming reinfected 

before spring turn out.  

 

Gut worms 

Due to the long drought-like 

conditions of the summer 

followed by the recent rain, it is 

predicted that there is a real 

risk of Type 2 Ostertagiosis in 

youngstock this winter.  The 

disease is caused by the sudden 

emergence of large numbers of 

larvae that were ingested in the 

late grazing season but then 

‘hibernate’ in the stomach wall 

until late winter.  The trigger for 

this emergence is unknown, but 

they can cause very severe 

acute disease, particularly in 

calves after their first grazing 

season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1: Abomasal lesions due to Ostetagiosis 

The best way to prevent this  

is by treating youngstock  

with a macrocyclic lactone  

(ML) product, such as 

ivermectin, that will kill any 

hibernating larvae along with 

adult worms in the gut.   

 

 

 

 

 

Faecal worm egg counts are 

unable to detect hibernating 

larvae, so aren’t an accurate 

means of determining who 

might need treating. Adult cattle 

should not require treatment, 

but may be worth considering if 

in poor condition. 

 

Lungworm 

Lungworm  
(Dictyocaulus viviparus)  

causes parasitic  

bronchitis commonly  

known as ‘husk’. 

Lungworm prevention  

is based upon  

immunity either  

through vaccination or 

exposure  while  out  at 

grass. Problems are 

arising this year due to 

the prolonged grazing season, 

combined with the hot 

summer.  Residual larvae have 

survived in cow dung, and with 

the wet autumn, have now 

completed their development 

Larvae ingested in the late grazing 
season ‘hibernate’ in the stomach 

wall until late winter. 

and spread rapidly. Whilst the 

lungworm vaccine is effective, it 

relies on natural exposure to 

boost immunity.  

We have seen clinical cases of 

lungworm in vaccinated 

animals that haven't been 

sufficiently exposed to 

lungworm over the dry 

summer. Infected animals may 

enter housing with damaged 

lungs making them more prone 

to bacterial and viral 

pneumonias. Like gut worms, 

some larvae may undergo 

inhibition in the lungs over 

winter, causing little damage to 

the lung, but emerge in the 

spring to contaminate pasture, 

continuing the cycle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep a close eye on coughing 

cattle at grass- lungworm kills 

FAST! 

 

Worming Warning 
Sarah Williamson addresses the need for vigilance 
on youngstock for worm problems this winter  

Figure 2: lungworm life cycle. (adapted from COWS 
www.cattleparasites.org.uk) 

http://www.cattleparasites.org.uk/
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Vets Mobile Numbers 

 

Dave Shaw  07836335185 

Rob George 07773384450 

John Manson 07813690860 

John Yarwood 07814879109 

Stuart Russell 07770448179 

Peter Duncalfe 07717780604 

Laura Donovan 07800647608 

Steven Crowe 07891843694 

Mike Wilkinson 07866257014 

Jake Lawson 07891843573 

Amy Cox  07966833870 

Sarah Williamson 07812173942 

Joe Mitchell  07773342345 

 

 

“@NantwichFarmVet” 

Lots of clients find that an extra pair of hands can come 

in very useful for additional jobs with your stock, and 

our NFV Vet Tech Team is available for this, offering a 

range of services.  Vaccination is a key area of herd 

health and disease prevention – whether in the breeding 

herd or calves and youngstock.  As well as organise all 

your vaccine orders, our Vet Techs can come out to help 

administer them at whatever time suits your needs 

(even milking). They will bring out the exact amount 

required, keep a record of what animals have been done 

and remind you of when boosters are due. It can’t be 

stressed enough how important it is for vaccinations to 

be administered and timed correctly, whether for calves 

to protect against pneumonia early enough or for pre-

breeding heifers to ensure they are effectively covered 

for BVD, IBR and Lepto. 

On top of vaccinations our Vet Techs are busy helping 

with those other jobs that come around at this time of 

year. Clipping tails and udder singeing are both great 

for udder cleanliness and mastitis prevention whilst 

making cows much more pleasurable to milk. Foot 

trimmers love the mobility scoring reports generated a 

couple of days before they are due on farm, and lots of 

you enjoy the help with disbudding calves. We offer 

freezebranding with dry ice, so now heifers are in it’s an 

ideal time to get them done before breeding or entering 

the milking herd.  Heifer weighing provides you with an 

effective way of monitoring your dairy heifer 

performance and growth rates.  The team are also on 

hand for TB assistance when ‘that day’ comes around. 

If you would like to discuss any of the Vet Tech services 

please give Laura T or Mike a call. 

 

 

Vet Techs at your service 

 

Three of our vets – Rob, John M and Amy – are part of the TB Advisory Service that 

offers free tailored advice to help reduce the risk and impact of TB on your farm. So 

whether you have a long-term battle with TB in your herd, have gone down for the 

first time, or have never had a reactor and want to keep it that way, they are 

available to give advice either by telephone or during an on-farm visit to discuss all 

aspects of TB control, biosecurity, building design, wildlife, movement rules and 

more, whatever your farm set-up.  Very rarely would we go on a farm that is doing 

everything they can to reduce their risk of introducing and spreading TB within the 

herd, so why not see if there are any worthwhile improvements you could make? 

Free TB Advice 

 

Laura Tomlinson 07889794981 

 

Vet Tech Services 

 


